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Dentists’ goal is to remove bad bugs from water
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Dentist

Conbinued from page LA
the impression oiur office is sterile.

“Wa wenr mnsks, gloves and powns. We
drape everything wilh pliastic and we sferilize
our instruments. The treatmeont arens are
equipped with laminer wir flow to force contam-
inntod mir away foom the dental chairs to vents
near the Moor. We even have our patients rinse
with a mouthwash to decrease their bactarial
rount. So it doesn't maks any sense to blow a
bunch of bactoria into the patients' mouths "

' Blatimer and hin portners agreed they hod
nn ethicsl responsihility to do nanrthlnggnn—
ble to ensure thuir patients’ wull baing
trio et out looki “E. for eguipment tn free their
watorlines of bod ugl They found the Waber-
clove Woler Purifier
! *At the time, the l_ﬂtnm. was baing perfoctod
by tis inventors, & St. Louis dentist and his
hrnLi:ﬁrm lnw, an ar whio works on wator
plants,” B explained. “So we
hp,-q.mgntutm gite for the prototype when
FDE approval, The data we sup-
pﬂlﬁ&wuuﬂimveriﬁ'ﬂ}l efficioney of the
Bouipment.”
» After the system received the government's
Eﬂ'. tho group bought the first two units pro-

Exceeding the guidelines

¢ "Wao think wé purchased one of the top ays-
tems in the country,” Blattner said, pointing
:mﬂ:, while other sysiems mcm_pﬂ.jl' with thes m—
lines, they are labor-intensive and often fail.

« SWith this system we excesd the ADA puide-
Jines by a gresi deal, and it compliments the
‘pther efforts we pul forth to give patiants the
‘hest possihle trestrment with the least exposure
o harmiful bugs,

! “This system decresses the biolopd (the
-aeum-like film that forms inside pipes) in our
waterlines and therefore decresses  our
‘pationts’ expasure to bacterin,” he explained.

Using an in-line autoclave (a superheated
presgurized eontainer), the system sterilizes
water by heating it to 270 degresa Falirenheit
for 25 munubes. Next it bleads ulfr m&-ﬂ'
during the heating process and lowers axy=
gen lavel in the water, Thon it quickly chills and
pressurizes the water,

“Becauss thorn is less oxygen for perobie bac-
terin to live ifd, even if the eyatem becpme eont-
nminated it would maintain its intﬁty,"' Blat-
tner expluined. "It dees not have Bnviron-
ment to support the growth of bacteria.

*To help ensure we are providing zero hacte-
rin wabter for our patients, we test the system
before shutting it down ench evening. And every
six weeks we send semples of oor water to an
independent lab in California to make sare wae
don't have what they want us to get vid of”
Blattner snid, explaining 12 gamples are tnken
frum varirus pointisthroughout the offices for
testing.

When the gmoup frst began receiving lab

Dr. John Biattner says his group's new
water purifier helps its olfices excead
ADA water quality standards,

results, they became concerned bocauss nn::rl-l
on bacteria levels consistently camae back as
sern, They wondersd if the lab was even testing
the water, To test the lab, Blattner included
with one shipment nfl-l-mph o vial of water
from & toilet known to be contaminted.

HThey called the day after they got the
results and said it was contaminated. They
were shocked becouse thay had not gotten any
eoufts on previous seamples,” ho said. “So they

asaed our test and we trust tham,”
& conscious

“Public safoty is a big tesue here nnd that is
how we approach it for our patients,” Blattner
potnted out. "When n new patient comes to our
office we give them o tour highlighting the
offorts we make to ensure their safety”

in addition to heving the stall thoroughly
varsed in aepects of safety, from being trained in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation to being drilled
in the importanss of maintaining » sterile envi-
ronment, Blattner and his partners have taken
n proactive approach to other aapecte of envi-
ronmentol safety.

When the groop was prepacing to open its
Cahokin office, they contacted the state's cocu-
pational enfety sgency and requested an inepec-
tion,

“They came in and found a few things we
neoded to stroighten out” he sald. “And
becnuse of the request, we got o letter of recog-
nition from the state dentnl society. We are the
only dental office over to have made such o
Fequest.

“We da-all of these things because, when a
pabtient site dawn in our dental chair, we want
them to koow this is s eafe place,” Blatiner
paid.



